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after the day's begging was over, came back to the Aruna-
girinathar temple. u Where can I go ? You have the
words of life,^ was what he felt. It was no more possible
for him to break away from the Swami than for a tender
calf to break away from its mother.

After a month's stay at that temple and a week's stay
in the towers of the big temple and Atari garden therein,
to which place also many of the Swami's admirers pursued
him, he went away to Pavazhakkunru, (one of the spurs
of the Arunachala Hill) on which were an Iswara temple^
a spring and a cave, with a mutt at the foot. In the
temple he would sit and meditate and, during the absence
of Palaniswami from town, would go and beg for food.
The temple priest, not caring to see if the Swami was
inside the cell within the temple, would sometimes lock
him in and go away after performing the worship. Many
pious people would go to the Swami and wait for his
emergence from the cell. For some five or six months the
Swami stayed at Pavazhakkunru. And before he moved
away from there the firmness of his detachment (Vai-
ragya) was again put to a severe test.

When Alagammal learnt of the discomfiture of Nelli-
appier she must have put it down to his deficient affection
for her son. She would go herself and bring back her
beloved son, she thought. So she told her first son Naga-
swamy to obtain leave for a week ; but as that was not
easy to get she waited for the Christmas holidays and
then started for Tiruvannamalai in his company. When
they reached the place and learnt that the Swami was at
Pavazhakkmiru, they climbed up and saw him lying on a
x@ck. Alagammal recognised her Venkataraman with true